	
	
	



[INSERT YOUR LOGO]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
April xx, 2025

CONTACT: 
[INSERT MEDIA CONTACT]

Bipartisan Senate Bill Calls for Full Funding of Federal Recreational Trails Program, Bolstering Nation’s $1.2 Trillion Outdoor Recreation Economy, Boosting Health, and Expanding Access to Public Lands

WASHINGTON— [INSERT YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME] is celebrating the introduction of a robust bipartisan bill in the U.S. Senate to fully fund the long-standing Recreational Trails Program (RTP), and urging Congressional action through efforts now underway to reauthorize the nation’s surface transportation programs.

Sponsored by Senators Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), James Risch (R-Idaho), Peter Welch (D-Vt.), Ted Budd (R-N.C.), John Curtis (R-Utah), Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) and Jeff Merkley (D-OR), the RTP Full Funding Act of 2025 (S.811) increases funding for the Recreational Trails Program to align with the revenue generated for the program from fuel used in non-highway recreational activities, while increasing program transparency and accountability. The “user-pay/user-benefit” approach provides revenue that supports states in creating and maintaining the nation’s hiking, multiuse, mountain biking, snow sports and motorized trails—the underpinnings of outdoor recreation across the country. Currently, annual funding for the program rests at $84 million, despite over $281 million in annual non-highway recreational activity federal gas tax receipts.  

[bookmark: _Hlk196204962][INSERT NAME OF YOUR SPOKESPERSON], “We applaud the actions of the sponsors to craft a bright future for RTP and use the legislative process to clarify the opportunity to expand and improve this program without adverse impacts to other federal transportation programs, including programs under Section 133(h) of the current transportation act.”

The RTP Full Funding Act will increase the accuracy and transparency of RTP funding by requiring a study to determine the total amount of funds collected; improving reporting on expenditures from the RTP to improve accountability and oversight; and streamlining RTP funding distribution to the states by reducing paperwork.

“As Congress continues to prioritize investments that will help American communities thrive, we’re proud to stand with a remarkable bipartisan and growing team of U.S. Senators led by Senators Klobuchar and Risch who are champions of fully funding the Recreational Trails Program,” said [INSERT NAME OF YOUR SPOKESPERSON]. “Investments in our nation’s trails are critical to the nation’s resilience, getting people outside, creating strong regional economies, and making our small towns and big cities great places to live.” 

“The RTP has a proven track record over more than three decades of increasing access to our public lands and encouraging better mental and physical health with time outdoors.  RTP has reinvested the fuel tax generated by outdoor recreation in more than 30,000 projects that strengthen our communities across the nation,” according to [INSERT NAME OF YOUR SPOKESPERSON].  “RTP projects encourage volunteerism and service by youth conservation corps to build and maintain trails.  RTP is the catalyst for trail advisory committees in every state that leverage federal funding and enhance access to public lands and bolster access to public lands for families and friends.”

[INSERT SPECIAL QUOTE EXPLAINING IMPACT OF RTP FULL FUNDING ACT TO YOUR MEMBERS]

The nation’s trail system provides essential infrastructure for outdoor recreation—creating access to and space for hiking, biking, camping, snowmobiling, boating and more activities that contribute trillions to the nation’s economy. The Bureau of Economic Analysis calculated the economic output of outdoor recreation to be $1.2 trillion in 2023, representing growth that outpaces the U.S. economy as a whole. Since 1991, the Recreational Trails Program has supported over 30,000 projects, bringing new opportunities for outdoor recreation that directly bolster the growth and economic impact of America’s outdoor industry.  

A news release by Senators Klobuchar and Risch on the RTP Full Funding Act is attached to this release.  Also attached are supportive comments about RTP by US Secretary of Transportation Sean Duffy at recent Senate hearings, a letter of appreciation to US Senator Amy Klobuchar and a listing all CRT national members

[INSERT DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION]
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Additional Statements of Support for the RTP Full Funding Act of 2025 from the Coalition for Recreational Trails national members: 

“The Recreational Trails Program has produced tens of thousands of successes across the nation, benefiting the health, safety and enjoyment of millions of hikers and bicyclists and ATVers and snowmobilers and equestrians and more.  It has forged national and regional partnerships among those who use trails—overcoming potential competition with plans that deliver great opportunities for all. RTP projects benefit from the sharing of best practices and from widespread volunteerism and public-private partnerships. Because RTP offers flexibility in uses including maintenance and education, the program can improve other trail projects.  Best of all, RTP unifies the nation across our diversity—north and south, urban and rural, young and old, red and blue and more, and connects more Americans to their shared legacy of public lands and waters. We thank our wonderful Congressional champions for making this possible!”  	Marianne Fowler and Derrick Crandall, Co-Chairs, Coalition for Recreational Trails 

“The Recreational Trails Program is fundamental to the success of the nation’s trail system, making it safer and easier for people to be active outside and generating new economic opportunities for the entire country. We are thankful to Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis and Merkley for recognizing that trails are essential infrastructure and pushing forward this bill that provides critical maintenance funding, while also helping to create new access to outdoor recreation for people in communities across America.” Ryan Chao, President, Rails to Trails Conservancy

“We thank Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis, and Merkley for introducing this important legislation which will ensure full funding for arguably the most important federal program ever implemented to benefit off-highway vehicle recreation.  RTP relies on the user-pay, user-benefit model and motorcycle enthusiasts are proud that the contributions we make at the pump are going to be better utilized to ensure the continued success of trail-based recreational opportunities across the country.” Christy LaCurelle, President & CEO of the Motorcycle Industry Council.

“American Trails would like to express our sincere appreciation of the bipartisan support for the Recreational Trails Program. Over the 35 years that American Trails has worked to support RTP, we have seen this unique program support our partner trail stewardship organizations and agencies across the country in completing the critical maintenance to trails that the public has come to rely on. These trails allow access to public lands the people need to re-create themselves, restore their health, build community pride, and promote thriving rural and urban economies. This program uniquely serves all trail user types, both motorized and nonmotorized alike. What better way to ensure all Americans have access to our natural world in whatever way they choose? We’d like to thank these visionary Congressional champions for making the RTP continue to thrive!” Mike Passo, Executive Director, American Trails

“During the COVID-19 pandemic we saw a rush of individuals hitting the trails to improve their mental and physical health while spending time with family and friends.  Ensuring that RTP is fully funded will provide Americans of all abilities with an incentive to continue outdoor recreation on trails that are well-designed and maintained.  Thank you to the bill sponsors for recognizing these values that robust trail opportunities provide.” Scott Schloegel, Senior Vice President Government Relations at the Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle Association

“The RTP is vitally important to trail users everywhere. The program funds trail construction, maintenance, safety, interpretation, and other important projects. The funding for this program has remained flat for too long.  We would like to thank the bill sponsors for taking action to ensure that these important priorities will be fully funded.” Duane Taylor, Director of Safe & Responsible Use at the Specialty Vehicle Institute of America.

“We value the important role our nation's public lands play in an ever-growing outdoor recreation economy, in fact the Bureau of Economic Analysis calculates the economic impact of outdoor recreation to be $1.2 trillion in 2023. IMBA is focused on creating more trails close to home in 250 communities by 2025 to grow the quantity and quality of outdoor recreation and trail communities, resulting in access to urban trail systems and iconic backcountry experiences. Since 1991, the Recreational Trails Program has been one of the most important tools for the construction of America’s natural surface trails, and this legislation will seek to further increase that investment. We thank Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis and Merkley for their bipartisan work and leadership for introducing the RTP Full Funding Act of 2025.”  Todd Keller, Director of Government Affairs, International Mountain Bicycling Association

“Outdoor Recreation Roundtable strongly supports the reintroduction of the Recreational Trails Program Full Funding Act, proving once again the bipartisan power of the $1.2 trillion outdoor recreation economy and its ability to support the health and vitality of communities throughout the nation. This critical legislation will ensure our nation’s trails remain accessible, maintained, and sustainable for generations to come while also supporting small businesses, stimulating local economies, providing educational opportunities, and fostering physical and mental health and connection. America’s trails are an integral part of our outdoor recreation infrastructure and full funding for the Recreational Trails Program will deliver lasting benefits for all who enjoy them. ORR thanks Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis and Merkley for continuing to champion this work and urges Congress to act swiftly to fully fund RTP and prioritize the future of the growing outdoor recreation economy,” said Whitney Schwartz, Senior Vice President, Outdoor Recreation Roundtable Association.

“The National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council (NOHVCC) is ecstatic to see bipartisan support for the Recreational Trails Program. NOHVCC is a 501c3 dedicated to creating a positive future for off-highway vehicle recreation. We reach over 4,000 OHV enthusiasts and land managers every week with news updates and trends in OHV recreation, and reshares and social media expand that reach even farther. Our audience is comprised of OHV enthusiasts who purchase the fuel to go into their machines, which is taxed to fund the RTP program. This funding is extremely important to these enthusiasts as it funds access, improves trail conditions, and helps drive positive economic impact to local communities. Thank you again for your support of this very important program.” Marc Hildesheim, Executive Director, NOHVCC 

"The Corps Network applauds the bipartisan support for the Recreational Trails Program. Thank you to the Congressional leaders championing this program, which will continue to support critical work that connects millions of people to our public lands and waters. Every year, the more than 150 programs in The Corps Network's membership engage thousands of diverse young adults in constructing or maintaining upwards of 15,000 miles of trail across the United States. A significant portion of this work is made possible by RTP grants. These projects make our parks safer and more accessible, support local outdoor recreation economies, and help inspire a new generation of outdoor enthusiasts and stewards. We are grateful for the RTP and look forward to seeing the important projects this program will make possible in the future.” Mary Ellen Sprenkel, President and CEO, The Corps Network

“The International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association and the American Council of Snowmobile Associations applaud the continued leadership of Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis and Merkley to return to outdoor recreation the resources required to build and maintain our recreational trail infrastructure. Their persistence in pushing for this funding partially addresses the greatest inequity contained in our federal aid highway program. 

“In the past decade almost $3 billion in revenue generated by motorized trail enthusiasts has been deposited in the Federal Highway Trust Fund. Unfortunately, the vast majority of that revenue has been diverted to infrastructure inaccessible to motorized recreational products. While the Recreational Trail Program makes a portion of that funding available for motorized trail infrastructure, it is woefully deficient.

“The public should know that 100% of the RTP funding released by the RTP Full Funding Act of 2025 is generated by motorized recreation with the federal gas taxes paid every time our recreation vehicles are filled up. Only a portion of those funds are returned to the trails, with 30% guaranteed for motorized trails, 30% for non-motorized trails and 40% for multiuse trails.  This legislation is a step in the right direction for the continued support of the trails system—and the rural communities across the United States! Thank you for your support and leadership!” Jaret Smith, International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association, and Christine Jourdain, American Council of Snowmobile Associations 

“The American Horse Council thanks Congress for its bipartisan hard work in moving legislation to fund outdoor trail recreation.  Horse trail riding spans across generations of Americans — from transportation to exploration, to its current popularity as a means to access and connect with nature. According to data from the American Horse Council’s Economic Impact Study, nearly 13 million households the vast majority of trail riders—87%—utilize public trails.”  Julie M. Broadway, President, American Horse Council & American Horse Council Foundation

“The American Motorcyclist Association was involved during the creation of the Recreation Trails Program in the early 1990s. We are encouraged that funding for the RTP continues to remain a bipartisan issue in Washington. This program is incredibly important for the growth and development of off-highway motorized recreation in our country, and it is vital that all of the motor-fuel user tax imposed on off-highway vehicle enthusiasts be returned to those users who pay the tax in the form of trail maintenance and development dollars,” said AMA President and CEO Rob Dingman. “This legislation ensures that RTP will continue to flourish for years to come and equitably return the full amount of user tax revenue generated by off-highway vehicle enthusiasts to support the nation’s trails infrastructure upon which they rely.”   

“American Hiking Society and the 59 million strong hiking community praise the bipartisan leadership of Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis and Merkley in support of the Recreational Trails Program! The RTP Full Funding Act of 2025 will ensure that the over three decades long impact of RTP can continue to provide the tens of millions of non-motorized and motorized trail users in urban and rural areas the benefits of trails including health and wellness, connectivity, and economic growth. Hikers and trail users across the country thank our Senate champions for their support of our nation's trails!” Tyler Ray, Senior Director for Programs and Advocacy, American Hiking Society

“On behalf of our member companies in the off-road and overlanding industries, SEMA thanks Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, Tillis and Merkley for introducing the RTP Full Funding Act of 2025,” said Eric Snyder, the Specialty Equipment Market Association’s (SEMA) Senior Director of Federal Government Affairs. “This bipartisan bill is critical to ensuring that a larger percentage of the gas taxes generated by motorized recreation enthusiasts are reinvested in the recreational trails program, which is critical in maintaining and constructing trails that are used by the OHV community.”  

“The Recreational Trails Program is vital for building and maintaining trails for cyclists across the country. At PeopleForBikes, we strongly support more funding for all bicycle infrastructure programs and applaud the bipartisan leadership of this legislation for their support of recreational trails.”  Jenn Dice, CEO of PeopleForBikes
 
“The Back Country Horsemen of America applaud Senators Klobuchar, Risch, Welch, Budd, Curtis, and Tillis and Merkley for their strong support of the Recreational Trails Program. RTP funding is critical to our volunteer efforts in over 31 states to keep trails open for everyone.” Mark Himmel, chairman, Back Country Horsemen of America





CRT’s National Members

Adventure Cycling Association
American Council of Snowmobile Associations
American Hiking Society
American Horse Council
American Motorcyclist Association
American Trails
Americans for Responsible Recreational Access
Back Country Horsemen of America
Conservation Legacy
The Corps Network
Equine Land Conservation Resource
International Association of Snowmobile
    Administrators
International Mountain Bicycling Association
International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association
Motorcycle Industry Council
National Association of State Park Directors
National Association of State Trail Administrators
National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation Council
National Park Hospitality Association
National Recreation and Park Association
National Wildlife Federation
Off-Road Business Association
Outdoor Recreation Roundtable
Partnership for the National Trails System
PeopleForBikes
Professional TrailBuilders Association
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
Recreation Vehicle Dealers Association
Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle Association
ShareTrails.org/BlueBibbon Coalition
Snowsports Industries America
Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals
Specialty Equipment Market Association
Specialty Vehicle Institute of America
The Student Conservation Association
Tread Lightly!
United Four-Wheel Drive Associations




	
	
	



